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Grow in the Spirit of Love and learning 

 

Welcome to this annual Governing Board newsletter the purpose of which is to keep parents informed 

regarding the activities of the schools Governing Board. We are a Catholic School and proud of the ethos 

that runs through everything we do. Working in close partnership with our parish Priest Fr Tony Mangnall 

and parents/carers, we strive to demonstrate and promote the Gospel values to every pupil. 

 

Sacred Heart Governing Board 
 
Foundation Governors 
Mrs Miller 
Mrs Ellison 
Ms Sweeney 
Deacon K. Holding 
Mrs Welch 
Mrs Cuff 
Foundation Governors are appointed for a four-year term by the 
Episcopal Vicar for Schools and Colleges, on behalf of the Archbishop, 
to represent the interests of the Trustees of the Archdiocese 
 

Parent Governors 
Mrs Arpino 
Mrs Eaton  
 
Parent Governors are 
Elected as a representative of  the parents 

 

Local Authority 
Mrs Thomson 
Appointed by Wigan Council  

 
Staff Governors 
Miss Whitley 
 
Staff Governors are voted 
by the staff of the school 

 
Head teacher Governor 
Mrs Ryding 
 
Clerk to Governors 
Mrs Lawton 
Appointed by Governors 
 
 



  

 
 

The Archdiocese Trustees of the school  
“The school was founded by and is part of the Catholic Church. The school is to be conducted as a Catholic 
school in accordance with the Canon Law and teachings of the Catholic Church, and in accordance with the 
Trust Deed of the Archdiocese of Liverpool, and in particular: a) religious education is to be in accordance with 
the teachings, doctrines, discipline and general and particular norms of the Catholic Church; b) religious 
worship is to be in accordance with the rites, practices, discipline and liturgical norms of the Catholic Church: 
and at all times the school is to serve as a witness to the Catholic faith of Our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Twenty Five Years being Governor – Margaret Miller Foundation Governor 

 

Its twenty five years since Fr Gordon, then Parish Priest of Sacred Heart, asked me if I would 

consider becoming a school governor. I was the thirteenth person he’d asked but I still felt 

flattered. All I can say is that twelve people missed a great opportunity! 

 

So, in September, 1993, I presented myself for my first meeting. Much has changed about 

governorship since those days. Most of it mainly improvements. We have a better induction 

process and more training is available in school, from Wigan LA and the Archdiocese. We review 

policies more frequently and there are more of them (not so good) but the best improvement is 

that we spend more time talking to the children about school. As a member of the School 

Improvement Working Group, I speak to our pupils to find out what’s happening in school and 

how they feel about school. 

 

I served a one year term and more recently a six year term as chair of the governing board 

which was an interesting and sometimes testing experience – leading the governors through 

selecting a new head teacher and meeting Ofsted inspectors. 

 

A belief in the importance of ensuring the best in education for our children has always been 

most important and the children of Sacred Heart over the years are what makes being a 

governor worthwhile. 
 

Friends of Sacred Heart School FOSH 
This year the activities that the Friends Association can undertake have been curtailed due to the hall floor not 
being in use.  Our fundraising events has enabled us to purchase   
Leavers Hoodies for the children in 2017 and in 2018  
A Year 6 Leavers 2017 Celebration party, we have planned to do this for our Year 6 Leavers 2018. 
All the children who came to film night in 2017 received free chocolate.  
also every child received a  selection box at Christmas 
The Mother’s Day mugs proved really popular and this year we are planning to do Father Day mugs.  
Both these events raise essential funds for school. 
2 Starlight bag collections (bags for schools).  
Personalised Christmas cards 
New activity / event planned - Father’s Day mugs and coaster cards.  
FOSH have been able to contribute to the new gazebo installed on the school grounds due to these 
fundraising events.  See the school newsletter for details of more activities this year. 
 

 



  

 
 

Becoming a new Parent Governor  by Helen Eaton  

I was really pleased to be elected as parent governor for our school. So far, I have met with Mrs Ryding and 

the Chair of Governors who gave me an induction to the role, what to expect and what is expected of me. I 

attended my first Full Governing Body meeting in February. Wigan Council provide very structured and 

supportive training for governors. I have attended a ‘New to Governance’ 3-part training course and this has 

included - a basic understanding of the education system & assessments, composition & role of governing 

bodies and data interpretation & data importance. This training has been very informative, extremely helpful 

and has given me a huge insight into the role and responsibilities of an expected governor. It has also been 

helpful talking to other new governors that I met on the course about their experiences so far. It is 

encouraging to know that we all have one common aim and that is to provide the best possible education for 

the children in our schools. 

 
Wigan Conference for Governors  -  by Kate Sweeney  
Chair of Governors & Foundation Governor  
 
Myself, Doreen Ellison, Hilary Thomson and Margaret Miller last Saturday (10th March) 
attended The Wigan Council Governors Conference at the Leigh Sports Village, entitled “Re-
Imaging Education”. 
With 2 guest speakers, one of whom was David Cameron (the real David Cameron as he 
likes to be known), we were very much looking forward to the conference and how it would 
help us in our roles as Governors at Sacred Heart. 
We were not disappointed! Both speakers were excellent, stimulating and a little 
controversial! The topics they covered centered very much on the role of a Governor, 
particularly looking at how governance can be improved, what Ofsted is looking for and 
indeed expecting during an Inspection, and how we should be putting our children at the 
center of everything we do. Something which seems very obvious, but often complicated by 
the fact that as Governors, we have many other issues to deal with.  
 
Very often as Governors, the focus is on data and our ability to understand our schools data. 
This can be a challenge, but is something we look at carefully and forensically at our school, 
helped by Mrs Ryding and Mr McDermott and other senior staff in school.  Another key area 
is curriculum and this is looked at by the Children and Learning committee, which is a 
subcommittee of Governors. 
 
Our Governors know our school, children and community well. Many of us live in the 
community and have either taught at Sacred Heart, or have had children who attended here, 
or both.  Our Deacon, Ken, is even a Governor! So ensuring we are an effective governing 
board is extremely important to us all. 
 
The conference was hugely beneficial to all four of us who attended, and we all came away 
with something from the conference to bring back to the Governing Board and school. But it 
also made us feel confident that we do have an effective Governing Body, one which is 
committed to asking challenging questions, to ensure the children in our school achieve the 
highest standards possible during their time at our school.  
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 

A Busy Governor Day by Doreen Ellison, - Foundation Governor  

Being a Governor can involve a lot of meetings and last Thursday was one such day. 

In the morning, the Admissions Committee met to look at applications for next year’s Reception class. Though this can be 

a bit of a mechanical task in some ways, there is also the excitement of thinking ahead to another lovely new class. I also 

tend to get a bit pleased when I see the names of parents whom I remember teaching as Infants! 

The next part of the day is the best part of being a Governor - meeting the children. Because we had a second meeting in 

the afternoon, we had lunch in school and chose to eat in the hall with the children. Some were much more talkative than 

others – thank you Y6 girls! We were particularly concerned to talk to them about one aspect of safety, that being what 

they would do should they feel they have a problem or worry of any sort in school. I was heartened by the way the children 

talked about having the confidence in the staff to go to them and how they knew that the choice of which adult to approach 

was up to them. 

We continued to ask these questions into the afternoon when, as the School Improvement Working Group, we met with 

groups of children who shared their work with us. The results, I am pleased to say, were the same. 

We spoke to the children about how they knew how to improve their writing. There were some very confident answers and 

it was heartening to have the children share their work with us once again. Thank you children. You made what seemed a 

long day for as retired person very enjoyable! 

School Policies Updated this Year at Governors Committee Meetings and Full Governing Board Meetings  
Science Policy, Presentation & Feedback Policy, School Mission Statement, Health & Safety Policy,  
Behaviour Policy, Anti-Bullying Charter, Parents Code of Conduct Policy, Governors Impact Statement,  
Single Equality Scheme & Access Plan, First Aid Policy, Medicines in School Policy, Whistle Blowing Policy,  
School Pay Policy, Staff Code of Conduct Policy, Lettings Policy, Debt Management Policy, School Emergency & 
Continuity Plan, Assessment Policy, Assessment Statement, Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy,  
Management Risk Policy, Teaching & Learning Policy, Intimate Care and Close Personal Contact Policy,  
Charging and Remission Policy, Homework Policy, Homework Statement. 

GDPR – Data Protection  
There is new Europe-wide legislation called the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
that replaces the Data Protection Directive. It is part of a wider package of reform that 
includes the Data Protection Bill. The GDPR sets out requirements for how organisations – 
including schools - will need to handle personal data from 25 May 2018. 
Governors, Headteacher and office manager will be attending training from the Catholic 
Education Service in April to ensure that our school practise is in line with the new policies. 

HAVE YOU SEEN DATA DASHBOARD?  http://dashboard.ofsted.gov.uk 
Visit the Ofsted dedicated website for tracking data of the school  
 

Parent View –  https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

How is the school doing?  
Have you completed Parent view yet?  
Follow the link on the school website or type in the address above. 

How to Contact a school Governor  
The School Governors can be contacted via the school office, either by 
writing a letter, sending in an email to  
enquiries@admin.hindleygreensacredheart.wigan.sch.uk, also look out for 

Governors when they attend parents meetings across the school year. 
Your feedback is important to know, not just where we are getting things right but 
also as pointers for future developments.   
 

http://dashboard.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@admin.hindleygreensacredheart.wigan.sch.uk


  

 
 

 


